Dogs - an unusual guide

to school reform

Driving the country roads
of Scotland, Ireland and
Wales, | have sometimes been
lucky enough to be blocked
by sheep being moved from
one pasture to another. |

say ‘lucky’ because it allows
me t0 watch an impressive

performance by a dog --
usually a Border Collie. what
a show! A single, mid-sized
dog herding two or three
hundred sheep, keeping
them maoving in the right
direction, rounding up strays,
knowing how to intimidate
but not cause panic, funneling

them all through a gate,
and obviously enjoying the
challenge.

why a Border Collie? Wy not an Aldta
or Xoloizouinth or snother of about 400
breeds lsted on the Imtemet? Because,
among the peapls for whom herding
sheep s senous business, there is geneml
agnaematﬂ‘mtﬁurdﬂﬂullisarehem
what needs to be done than any
Egﬂwm*ﬂem That
hm:trssumpu‘tantﬂntﬂl:rseﬁnm
most sbout Border Collies even oppose
their being entered in dog shows. That,
thay ==y, would lead o the Border Collie
being bred to look good, and looking
good isn't the point  Brains, innate ability,
pariommance — that's the point.

Other breeds are no kess impressie in
other ways. If you're lost in @ snowstomm
in the Alps, you don't need a Border
Collie. You nesd & big, strong dog with a
really good nose, lots of fur, wide feet that
don't snk too deeply into snow, and an

@

unesming sense of directon for returming
with help. You need a Saint Bemard. If
varmints ane sneaking inio your hen
housa, killing your chickens, and escaping
down holes i a nearby field, you don't
need & Border Collie or & Saint Bemard,
you nead & Fox Tafmier.

It isn't that different breeds can't be
mmmmmmmmm
afforts, or kill foxes. They can. It's just
that tesching all dogs to do things which
one particular breed can do better than
amy other doesn’t make much sense.

We accept the reasonablaness of that
argument for dogs. We neject it fior kids.

The non-educators mow running the
education show say AMENCcEN ara
lagging ewer further behind in science and
mathematics, and that the conseguences
of that for Amernica’s economic well-being
could be catestrophic. So, what is this
nich, adventsged country of ours doing to
try to beat out the competition?

Mainly, we put in place the Ko Child
Left Behind program, now replaced
HacetnﬂETupEldﬂ'EEunmEEE
Stete Standards initigtive. If that fact
makes you optimistic about the future
of education in America, think again
about There are all kinds of things
they can do besides hard, rescue, and
angege foxes. They can sniff luggage
for bombe. Chase felons. Stand guard
duty Retrieve downed game binds.
Guide the blind. Detect certain diseases.
Locate earthquake survors. Entertain
audiences. Play nice with litte kids. Go
for help if Little Nell falls down & well.

50, with Mo Child Left Behind and Race to
the Top as modeks, let's set parformance
standands for these and all other canine
capabilities and train all dogs to meet
thiem. All 400 breeds. All skills. Leave No
Dog Behind!

Two-hundred-pound Mastiffs may have
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& litde trouble with the chase-the-fox-
dowm-the-hole standard, and Chihushuas
will probably have difficulty with the
ground standard. But, hey, no excuses!
Standards are standards! Leave No Dog
Behind.

Think there's something wrong with a
same-standards-and-tests-for-everybody
approach o educating? Think &
mathematics whiz shouldn't be held
back just bacause he can'twrite a good

essay? Think a g

WIitEr 'tbemﬁ.ﬁedacﬁn
because she can't solve & guadratic
equation? Think & promising trumpat
player shouldn't be kept out of the school
orchesira or pushed out on the smeet
because he can't remember the date of
the Boxer Rebellion?

If you think thema's something
fundamental WIONE
withan e reform effort

that’s ectually designed to standardise,
desgned to ignore humsan variation,
designed to penalise individual
differences, designed to produce &
genemtimufdues.ﬁersﬂtarﬁcletn
your friends. i you think it's stupid to
require evary kid to read the same books,
think the same thoughts, pamot the same
enswers, make seversl photocopies. Then
in the margm at the top of each, write, in
lomghand, something like, “Pleesea axplain
wity the standards and eccountability fad
isn't & criminal waste of brains,” o, "Wy
are you trashing Amenica'’s hope for the
future?” or just, “Does this make sense?”

send the copies to your senators and
reprasentatives before they sell their voie

mﬂ'remtﬁungardtestrgmrpnrm
intent on getting an everbigger shce
that half-trilion dollars EleErAmEﬂl:E

spends on educating.

Brady began his carssr i education i
1952, 'Inu:h'ngnun'nl—ru:l hg;hld'ru;
in northeastern Ohio. Sinos then he has

] beem & school

i , publisher consu temcher

educator, textbook suthos. contributor to
journals, author of

Fooinote
US Educabon Secretany Ame Duncan on
Saptember 2 announced the recipients
of milkons of dollars in federal grants to

e new state essessment
to test students" 7 1st-century skills. The
announcement comes &s part of the
recent push from the federal Edwcation
Dapartment for higher-performing schools
and commion standards.
Twa |arge state coalitions won this
‘Aece to the Top’ competition to create a
senes of new national scademic tests o
replace the curment patchwork system:
the SMARTER Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) from Washingion state
and the Parmership for the Assessment
of Aeadiness for College and Careers
{PARCC) from Florida.

SEAC, which submitted an apphication on
b=half of a group of 31 states, receved
£160 milion. it will focus on formative
assesaments and the use of technology
for testing to measure studant growth
ower time through computer adapiive
testing. It will continue to use one test
at the end of the year for accountability

but will create a senies of
imterim tests to inform students, parents,
and teachers about whether students are
on

PARCE, which submitted an applicaton
on behalf of & group of 26 states,
received $170 milion. 1t will focus on
testing students’ critical thinking skills by
examining their spealong skills, reading
analy=s and essay skills, digital media
skills, and project-building skills. 1t also
will replace the one end-of: hi
ﬂﬁmliwmmﬂéﬁ;ﬁ
of assessments throughout the year
that will be aversged into one score for
accountability purposes, reducing the
waight given to & single test administered
on a single day - and providing velueble
information to students and teachers
thnoughout the year.

A message from Sarah Farquhar

on early childhood

For more than 25 years
I've been involved in early
childcare and education as
a teacher, as a lecturer, as
a researcher, and through
a previous childforum
website that focused

on the interests of early
childhood researchers. |
started the NZ Research in
Early Childhood Education
Metwork in 1988 and

we had a website for
researchers and student
researchers.

That was fantastic.

But what I've discovered s someons
from a teaching and research
background, as a busy mother of 5
children, and as someone who has
recently spent a at the
:':Etl'i:ﬂ'u:adml:hmmll dea%mﬂtmwm
vaned issues for centre owners
and managers that we didn’t really
have the capacity to help sufficienthy
with, is that people want and need
something very different to what &
available:
Something that mests their neads
for quick and relevant information in
to understand languege.
ﬁnmﬁﬁmlu@ﬁaﬁmm
5 inclusive of people working in &
range of early childhood settings and
in different roles.
To recemve support and belong to an
orgenisation that doesn't cost a lot in
membership fees and that they can
truby be & part of.

Make time o check the new website
out now. Go to www.childforum.com

Az you'll see this new ChildForum
5 & unigue concepd, bringing fresh
thinking to early childcare and
aducation in an inmovetive way.

In addition to the reseanch network,
membears can now get ecoess to
two new networks: & network

for teachers and parents, end &
nebwork for service manegers and
administrators.

ChildForum is the place now
wihere families, teachers, directors,
aarty childhood leaders, owners,
admins=trators, committee and board
membears and decsion-makers can
all go to pick up Information and
share infonmation as members.
fou may have already received, or
saem, the first monthly newsletter
published by the brand new
ChildForum. If you hawen't, you'll

find this online at: wams.childfiorum.
COom

In the first newslatter are articles on:
Whether the Free Kindergarten of Old
is (almest) Dead and Buried

Who are the Big Providers of Early
Childcare and Education?

There is & listng of new aariy
childhood artcles and information
cnline and links to feature articles on
salected early childhood services.
There are also Information Alerts
such as:

The Power of the Media to Influenca
Education Policy

Children Kot Enrodled in & Formal
Early Childcare & Edn Senvice

GST incresse — Are You Ready?

Sick Leave Policy Change - Employes
and Employer Concems

Proposal for Raised Academic
Stemdards for Entry into Teacher
Training

Az a member of ChildForum you canc
Discover and share information on
early childcare and education,

Find informed comment and anahysis
by experts,

Be challenged to think of differant
early childcare options and choices,
Hawe your say in the comments,
Follows what others say,

Get sccess to ChildForum resources
and guides &= they are published,
Source research evidence,

The new childfonum will be anound
for marmy, mary, mary years. Jumg on
bioard now and be part of something

e g anThephTlor ol

I trust wou will visit wwsachildiomem.
com. And when you do you will sea
that Childromum offers & lot. We are
working extremedy hard o be abls
to make more and more information
and resources available for members
8= quickly as we can.

‘Sarah Farqubar
Contact detalls: Childfonam, PO Box 58078
Whithy, Porirua, Mew Zealand.
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